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Historic Sci-fi meets Art at the Montreal All-Nighter 2009

SOMNIUM - A VOYAGE TO THE MOON
An astronomical art exhibition by Bettina Forget

Who wrote the first fiction book? Is it Isaac Asimov? H. G. Wells? Jules Verne?
Actually, the first ever science fiction book is titled Somnium and was written 400 years ago by the
German astronomer Johannes Kepler. It describes a fantastic voyage to the Moon, its inhabitants,
its landscape, and the Solar System's celestial motion.

This book has never been illustrated - until now! Bettina Forget has created a series of prints and
paintings based on Kepler's Somnium which she exhibits in the Visual Voice Gallery starting on
February 28, 2009. During the Montreal All-Nighter the artist will distribute free copies of an abridged
version of Somnium to visitors of the gallery. There are empty spaces left on some pages of the book,
inviting readers to create their own illustrations. You may use a series of rubber stamps created by
the artists for this purpose; some of which are available in the Visual Voice Gallery, and some are
hidden at other All-Nighter venues - check in the gallery for locations.

The Visual Voice Art Gallery is an artist run gallery showcasing contemporary painting, print, photography, installation
and sculpture. In this gallery we let our artists find their own voice - every exhibition is curated by the artists themselves,
allowing them the liberty to fully express their creativity in this exhibition space.
The gallery is located in Montreal's largest centre of the visual arts, the Belgo building, situated in the heart of down-
town Montreal. The Belgo is currently home to over 30 art galleries and artist's studios.

Visual Voice Art Gallery
SOMNIUM - A VOYAGE TO THE MOON
astronomical art by Bettina Forget

Vernissage: THE MONTREAL ALL-NIGHTER
February 28, 2009, 8:00 p.m. - March 1, 2009, 3:00 a.m.
Exhibition period: February 28 - March 14, 2009

372, Ste-Catherine Street West, space 421, Montreal, Quebec
Contact: Bettina Forget, info@visualvoicegallery.com
Phone: (514) 878 3663
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